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5 Fantastic Vistas in toledo, spain
Travel Article and Photo Essay By Dorothy Jarchow, Staff Writer For 5 euros or less
When touring a new city, it’s hard to know the best places to go for a great view. Sure, the 
tourist office will give you plentiful maps and dining suggestions, but how to find the best 
place to enjoy the beautiful surroundings? Toledo is one of the oldest and most vista-friendly 
cities in Spain, and here are five of the best places to take in all the beauty of the medieval city 
and rocky landscapes. And best of all—they’re cheap!

The CaThedral
   So yes, this place will be on all the tourist maps and information guides. After all, it is one 
of the oldest cathedrals in all of Europe. But it really is worth a stop. Although this vista is 
mostly indoors, the glory of the architecture and the abundance of the art inside is one of the 
most spectacular sights in the town. The entry fee is 9 euros, but since this article is about 
finding cheap ways to visit, there are some ways to see the splendor without breaking the 
bank. If you want to get in for free, all you have to do is attend the twelve o’clock Mass on 
Sundays. Obviously, you won’t get to see as many of the aspects, but you will be able to 
bask in the sounds of the organ echoing through the vaulted ceilings and see the magnificent 
altar while you’re at it. And if you don’t happen to be there on a Sunday, the outside of the 
Cathedral is a wonderful sight as well!

el Museo ViCTorio MaCho
  Macho, you ask?  Well if you want a sight that overwhelms you with its strength, then this 
museum is the place to go. It sits on a large rock promontory overlooking the Tajo River valley 
and used to be the house and workshop of the sculptor Victorio Macho. The sweeping views 
of the valley from the outdoor sculpture garden are enough to make anyone swoon. At only 3 
euros for the entry fee, it’s quite inexpensive, and on Tuesdays, it is free. 

iglesia de los JesuiTas (san ildefonso)
While there are a plethora of churches, synagogues and mosques in Toledo, this small church 
affords one of the best views of the entire old city. The inside is decorated in fanciful rococo 
design and is filled with light and color. But by far the best part of this church are the towers. 
On either side of the entryway, there is a tower rising into the sky, and the general public can 
climb them to see Toledo from above! It is free to enter the main part of the church, but to climb 
the towers, it costs 2 euros.

Parque TaVera de la reina
Situated in the new part of the city, right outside of the medieval walls lays this gem of a 
public park. Not many visitors go here because it isn’t part of the tours, but it is a lovely 
place to visit. It sits between two of the main roads, and is close to another park that contains 
Roman ruins. The most beautiful part of the park is the walkway underneath hanging ivy and 
flowers. There are also outdoor exhibitions, a Tuesday morning marketplace and festivals 
that take place at this park, so depending on the time of year, make sure you ask a local what 
is going on. This is a great place to see a view of the modern city, but also to look at the old 
city walls. And, since it’s a public park, it’s completely free!

alCazar
Most tourists ignore this looming fortress-like building, even though it is right next to the 
main square. The reason for this is that it’s the public library. But don’t be apprehensive; 
even if you aren’t a book lover, this castle has some excellent sites. The top few floors house 
not only books for the general public, but also a small art exhibit, usually related to bookish 
themes and large windows with conveniently placed chairs out of which to stare at the city 
far below. The best part of the Alcazar, though, is the café on the top floor. Situated in one 
of the four towers of the fortress, the small café offers delicious coffee and snacks, and wall 
length windows give you sights of the city from one of its highest vantage points. This is a 
perfect place to get away from all the bustling tourist activity below.


